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The CHEETAH project is finished – What is next?

Some history: the CHEETAH project resulted from an 
initiative of the PV joint program of EERA

IRP project:  2014-2017

Infrastructure project:  
2012-2015



What is EERA?

European Energy Research Alliance

An alliance of more than 200 European public 
research centers and universities. 

Mission: Coordinating energy research for a low 
carbon Europe

One of the cornerstones of the European Strategic 
Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan).

17 Joint Programs on e.g. Photovoltaics, Wind, CSP, 
geothermal, Energy Storage, ...

Website = https://www.eera-set.eu/



Goal and composition of JP PV

Goals:
To contribute to a large extent to the R&D needs of the European 
Solar industry regarding the cost reduction of PV systems and solar 
electricity. 

To increase the effectiveness and efficiency of PV R&D through 
alignment and joint programming of R&D of its member institutes. 

Current membership:
32 Full Partners 

10 Associated Partners



JP-PV structure
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Management Board: 2 JPCs + 7 SP leaders

Since January 2016, the joint program is led by 2 coordinators:

Simon Philipps (Fraunhofer ISE)

Ivan Gordon (IMEC)



Main Research Topics

Increase energy conversion efficiency of modules and 
systems

Reduce the manufacturing cost of modules and 
systems

Increase throughput of manufacturing

Increase module lifetime to >35 years

Development of Building-Integrated PV (BIPV) 
modules

Improved sustainability, e.g. recycling of panels



SOPHIA and CHEETAH projects

These projects allowed EERA-PV to establish itself 
and function properly:

Networking activities allowed us to establish close 
collaboration ties between partners and to come to 
common roadmaps

Joint Research activities allowed us to execute parts of the 
common roadmaps

Transnational Access activities  allowed us to set up 
mobility schemes and share best practices



Towards a new funded project for EERA PV 

To continue operating properly, EERA-PV needs a 
new funded H2020 project

We will build on the achievements in SOPHIA and 
CHEETAH and ensure that these achievements are 
not lost

There are some new opportunities in the H2020 
2018-2019 calls recently published

An initiative has been started by the JP management 
board to obtain a new EERA-PV funded project



CHEETAH will continue to live on

Cheetah Knowledge Exchange Portal will be continued 
by EERA-PV and further extended

Webinars will be continued

Workshops will be organized by EERA-PV



Conclusions

The CHEETAH project was very important for the 
working of EERA-PV

Many of the networking activities and networking 
tools created by CHEETAH will be continued within 
EERA-PV

A new H2020 follow-up project for CHEETAH is being 
set-up by EERA-PV




